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Abstract

Employer’'s Labor Thought:

Paternalism and Welfare Capitalism in Pre-war Japan

Sun, Jae Won

In this paper, I will analyze labor-management relations in prewar Japan by
exploring select historical assumptions about harmony in Japan's labor-management
relations from the perspective of the employer.

Labor-management relations, and good performance in the market economy, are
shaped by two factors: employer practices; and the extent to which employer practices
lead to cooperation between the employer and the employee.

A limitation of Hazama Hiroshi's work is that it does not confirm the degree to
which Muto Sanji valued individual employees as workers. The omission of the issue
of individual employee respect can be addressed through analysis of thinking by
Sakuma Teiichi, whose research focused on respect for employees as a means to
stabilize labor-management relations. As is well known, it was Sakuma Teiichi who
attempted to enact the Factory Law, the first labor law in Japan. In addition to
seeking a better understanding Sakuma’s support of the Factory Law, the issue of
individual employee respect can be ascertained through better understanding of
Asabuki Eiji, another proponent of the Factory Law. Further insight can be obtained
by study of Oohara Magosaburo who established many social welfare institutions,
including recognition of the value of employees as individuals. In sum, the paper will
carefully compare the thinking of Muto with that of Hazama, Sakuma, Asabuki, and
Oohara in order to deepen understanding of the early history of labor-management

relations in Japan.

Key words: employer’s labor thought, pre-war Japan, paternalism, welfire
capitalism, Asabuki Ejji, Sakuma Teiichi, Muto Sanji, Qohara
Magosaburo
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